
 

We are collaborators, working together and partnering with leaders in education, business, industry, government and  
the local community to promote inclusive educational and career opportunities and equitable access  

in order to prepare all of our learners for the dynamic world of today and tomorrow. 

Christopher Hill 
Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services 
T: 315.793.8643 
F: 315.793.8549 
chill@oneida-boces.org 
 

October 23, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This morning, an employee of the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES self-reported that they have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Due to privacy laws, we are not able to share the identity of the individual or share 
details of their case, and recognize that this is frustrating. However, we can confirm that this employee typically 
has contact with students but has NOT been present at work since Friday, October 16, 2020. At this time, we 
do not believe that this matter is connected to the positive COVID-19 case that was reported earlier this week. 

We are working in coordination with the Department of Health to conduct an investigation and support their 
contact tracing efforts. If the Department of Health has determined that your child was in close proximity to 
the individual who tested positive, you will be notified by health officials, who will provide further guidance. 
For this reason, it is important that you are prepared to answer your phone, even if you do not recognize the 
caller, during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

If your child or anyone else in your household exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, they should be assessed by their 
healthcare provider (HCP) as soon as possible. Call your child’s HCP before going to the office or clinic to tell 
them about your child’s COVID-19 symptoms. If your child does not have a HCP, call your local health 
department phone number, listed below. 

Currently, OHM BOCES facilities remain open and we continue to require screening of all staff, students and 
visitors. 

It is also important that everyone continues to follow the guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) to protect your own health and the health of those around you: 

• Monitor yourself daily for symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature greater than 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and complete your OHM BOCES Health Screening before entering our facilities each day. 

• Always wear a face mask, covering both your nose and mouth, even if you don’t feel sick. Make sure 
to put on and take off your mask by only touching the ear or head straps and wash your mask after 
each use. 

• Practice proper social distancing by keeping six (6) feet of space between yourself and others. Masks 
are not a substitute for social distancing. 
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• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily 
available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

• Always cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your 
elbow. Throw used tissues in the trash and immediately wash your hands. 

The safety and well-being of our students, staff and community are our number one priority, and we are 
communicating this information in an effort to be as transparent as possible. We recognize that this message 
may cause concern. Our public health agencies have been outstanding partners throughout this entire 
situation. We join them in emphasizing the necessity of sharing information and acting with precaution 
throughout these extraordinary circumstances. 

For further information regarding COVID-19, please visit or call: 

• Oneida County: Visit https://ocgov.net//health/coronavirus or call 315-798-5431 
• Herkimer County: Visit https://www.herkimercounty.org/ or call 315-867-1351 
• Madison County: Visit https://www.madisoncounty.ny.gov/2479/Coronavirus-COVID-19 or call the 

Upstate University Hospital triage line at 315-464-3979 
• New York State Department of Health: Visit https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home or call the 

COVID-19 Hotline: 888-364-3065 

OHM BOCES-specific information and resources are available on the Reopening/COVID-19 section of our 
website at https://www.oneida-boces.org/covid19. 

Thank you for your cooperation, understanding and support as we all work together to navigate this challenging 
time. 

Sincerely, 
 
Christopher Hill 
Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services 
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